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It has been fantastic to hear all the feedback on
the previous edition of our Bulletin. As a small
update we are really pleased to report back that
Ray Lam received a scholarship to help him
focus his efforts on reflecting on the policy
conundrums and develop visions for a better
future decision making process for dentistry in
the future. We all congratulation Ray on this
achievement. The IRCOHE has some 150
collaborators across the globe and is one of the
leading dental public health research teams in
Australasia.

2015-Biggest year ever: Worldclass graduate program
developing next generation of
dental leaders
The Masters in Dental Public Health developed and
run by Professor Estie Kruger (a founder of the
IRCOHE) is Australia’s only purpose built primary
dental public health coursework program and is a
global leader in the field. The program has
graduates in a dozen countries all enhancing care
for millions of people. In 2015 the program has
nearly 20 people participating from places across
the planet. This year dentists from countries as
far afield as the middle-east and pacific regions
have come together to learn and share skills. The
IRCOHE prides it’s self on developing individuals

Fellow Talia Marroquin
wins International scholarship to
extent her work

to world-class levels ready and willing to address
marginalisation across the globe through well
constructed evidence based research and policy
development.

One of the IRCOHE graduate students Talia
Penaloza, an endodontist from Columba has won
a prestigious scholarship from her government to
extend her studies. Talia is working on forensic
identification and the complications brought
about by modern orthodontic care. Her work is a
collaborative effort with clinicians and forensic
science experts. To her credit in 2014 her work
caught the eye of the world leading expert in the
field (the inventor of some of the key methods)
and this Norway based expert is making a trip to
Australia to visit the IRCOHE and to work with
Talia to extend her work.

Figure 1 Talia’s work rests of forensic
measurement of OPG’s
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Get to Know Our Fellows: Jaafar Abduo and Esther Charkey
Graduate students and research associates
of the team are Fellows of the IRCOHE. The
list of Fellows is growing; we now have
over 100 fellows across the world. Each
bulletin we focus the spotlight on a couple
of our Fellows’ research. This month two
of our recent new members describe their
work.
Es the r Ch ar key
In 2015 Esther has joined the IRCOHE as one of its
new graduate students “The human body has

always fascinated me as well as being able to help
others.” Esther said. In her honours year Esther

has chosen to work on a project can do something
that would prove of some moral, utilitarian or

ethical benefit to society. Esther went on to say, “I

am intrigued to take on this dental public health
care research project to fulfil my passion and

desire in determining what underlying message

the numbers hold when statistically analysed.” The
ability to ingrate an interest in mathematics and
statistics with helping others is really important.

Ja afa r Ab d uo
Jaafar is a dentist and specialist prosthodontist

who is now on the staff at the Melbourne dental

school. He has been working for the last few years
on a series (now nearly a dozen) published studies

examining the application of computer technology
to treatment planning in dentistry. He has been
highly acclaimed by the editors of a number of

journals for his interesting and innovative high
quality work. His research compared two

prosthodontic planning tools, conventional and

digital diagnostic wax-ups. The comparison was

undertaken at the accuracy, contour, occlusion and
aesthetics levels. Regardless of the wax-up

procedure, he found that the dentitions had

returned to the original state after the wax-up.

Although the two wax-ups were very similar, the

digital wax-up was slightly more accurate around
the gingiva. However, on the occlusion, the

conventional wax-up was more accurate. The

digital wax-up appeared to have an advantage of
providing aesthetic appearance. Therefore, the
digital wax-up seems to be very promising in

planning for prosthodontic treatment. As a Fellow
if the IRCOHE and are really proud to see his high
	
  

Figure 2 Preliminary data from Esther’s
work on dental health risk index
development for school children

level research be globally acknowledged..

Figure 3 An image illustrating the pre-treatment
dentition (left), conventional wax-up model
(middle) and digital wax-up model (right).
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Visiting academic: Gaining
skills to improve the world
From February to May one of our international

Fellows Dr Jacob John is undertaking an attachment
with the team. Jacob has taken some time from his
busy academic life at the University of Malaya to

learn GIS techniques and is applying these to address
issues of health service access for Geriatric

populations in Malaysia. Jacob has other interests in
addressing the issue of Prisoner oral health in

Malaysia and has been collaborating with the wider

IRCOHE team. The IRCOHE (and Fellows) are proud

to be able to support this ongoing innovative effort.
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IRCOHE Publications start
with bang in 2015

Last time we announced that the team at the IRCOHE
were the proud winners of the Schools of Anatomy,
Physiology and Human Biology award for the most

prolific publishers in 2014. 2015 has started with a
bang with 6 publications in January. The team is

driving to advance oral health policy and practice
through evidence.

The summer vacation tradition of publishing some

articles in the media continued in 2015. Two great
articles reflecting on the structure of dentistry in
Australia were accepted and published by

Crikey.com’s health blog (Croakey). Its great to see
10,000’s of people reading about dental reform;
both in education and health system reform.

More recently another article in Croakey discussed

the growing gap between rich and poor in Australia
and system reform needed to address this growing
issue in Australian oral health.

Figure 4 The types of maps that the team at IRCOHE
produce to discuss marginalisation. (from previous
publication)

What is the IRCOHE?

The International Research Collaborative - Oral
Health and Equity (IRCOHE) is a multinational

collaborative focused on developing innovative

solutions in oral health education, research and

service to address the global challenges associated
with social inequities. The primary focus of the

IRCOHE is to undertake cutting-edge research and

develop strategies to address the significant unmet
needs of marginalised communities.

Research programs are targeted at facilitating

improved oral health in societies across the globe.

Key issues include: oral health policy and strategy;
accessibility; workforce: skills mix, education and
distribution; and research oriented to health care
needs and prevention.

Contacts

Please contact Marc or Estie contacts at ircohe.net

